
Aura was founded in 2003 as an interdisciplinary design practice that specializes in interior, architecture, urbanism 
and development. Projects fall under a wide spectrum of sectors, varying from residential to commercial and public 
developments, with the main goal to create long lasting physical narratives. Cairo to Sa7el Magazine sat with Alaa 
Mahmoud, owner and chief designer, to discover what sets Aura head and shoulders above the crowd.
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What is your approach to design?
A manifestation of our design 
philosophy, ‘aura’ reflects our intuitive 
approach to challenge the boundaries 
between the tangible and intangible. 
Our process balances design and 
technical skills, in order to adapt to 
life’s ephemeral nature, as well as 
addressing each project’s unique 
requirements with all the creative 
possibilities that lie between them.

Do you have a design ‘mantra’?
We always aim to create relevant and 
memorable experiences, our corporate 
vision is to build distinctive urban 
elements that possess a continuity of 
concept and cohesive voice through 
designing physical narratives that 
would stand the test of time.

Can you define what contributes to 
your success?

Our approach promotes creativity 
within a schematic system. Our 
design process brings skills and 
passion, technical expertise and 
creativity, research and imagination, 
physical forms and artistic expression 

together into one framework. Our 
culture encourages interdisciplinary 
interaction between our different 
departments, which infuses a collective 
sense of responsibility towards every 
project and a general interest in 
exploring creative opportunities.

Tell us about Aura’s journey since 
inception.

Aura has been in the market for the 
past fifteen years, working on several 
design projects including interior, 
architecture and urban planning. 
Important projects have been covered 
for real estate developers, through 
which we have garnered a lot of 
experience in  designing compounds.
We have worked overall on more 
than ten compound pitches with six 
different Egyptian and international 
developers, (Riyadh, Libya and Doha), 
seven of which are currently either 
under construction or in delivery 
phases. 
Of these, we have created seven 
compounds in Egypt:  evergreen, 
g-cribs 1, hillside, west hills, soleya, 
g-cribs 2, and brix. These were carried 

out with three different real estate 
developers, including Technical 
Contracting Company and Inertia and 
Evergreen, over a period of seven years. 
Each project helped us to evolve as a 
studio, as the accumulated experience 
we gained along the years allowed us 
to develop an internal process for this 
type of design and gain experience 
in decoding the brief of each project, 
all resulting in helping us to reach a 
competitive edge with our clients in 
this specific sector.

Developing an internal process: 

Along the years we have reached a 
process that allows us to tackle each 
project with the same depth and details. 
We purely base our design research on 
the hierarchy of needs and try as much 
as we can to cover all of them in each 
development. The process allows us 
to reach maximum creativity within a 
structured framework. We also learned 
how to create the right documents, 
which allow us to efficiently lead the 
project with other architectural, sub-
consulting and electromechanical 
teams. It makes everything flow 

more smoothly as we know from the 
beginning what type of details that 
the real estate developer will need and 
the drawings to submit.

Gaining experience in decoding 
the real estate developer’s brief: 

One of our biggest skills is our ability 
to decode the brief assigned by the 
real estate developer and analyze 
all its different elements from the 
design, technical and lifestyle aspects. 
Our design team has acquired 
invaluable experience in scanning 
design trends, preferences and 
lifestyle insights, crucial for each 
individual project. In short, decoding 
the brief is about creating a balance 
between the technical aspect of the 
project and being able to respond 
to all the specifications of the real 
estate developer as well as turning 
quantitative information into a 
concept or a design narrative that 
allows us to create an entire story 

about the compound. In other cases, 
it does happen sometimes that we do 
develop the initial brief jointly with 
the developer and help them identify 
the right design guidelines for their 
project.
Competitive edge in residential 
compounds development: 
This lies in our ability to match the 
developers’ requirements in terms of 
design, cost and materials along with 
an understanding of the prospective 
customer’s lifestyle needs. Our 
presentations are usually done in a 
story-telling way, containing the entire 
narrative for the concept, positioning 
and design elements, through which 
we explain the thought process to the 
developer. The document is usually 
then considered as a brief, which 
they then use for the creation of their 
marketing communication materials. 
In this way we are closing the circle. 
Not only do we give the client only 
the design details, the presentation 

is done in a way that gives them the 
entire platform to brand and facilitate 
communication regarding the 
compound.
What’s your dream residential 
compound project?
The dream would be to design a 
small compound by the sea on a cliff 
side, which would be more like a 
neighborhood with one or two story 
houses all designed differently but still 
following the same theme to keep the 
harmony. I would definitely make sure 
that the landscape is integrated with 
the architecture as well as the interior.
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